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INVASIVE PLANT SPECIES 
As Listed in the Buncombe County Zoning Ordinance, Pages 16-18 

 
These are plant species especially to be avoided. Please see Montreat Landcare Fact 
Sheets 1, 2 and 3 for information and recommended best practices on using native plants 
and the concerns for invasives. For information about Montreat Landcare see website 
http://www.montreatlandcare.org/. 
 
Scientific name  Common name 
 
Ailanthus altissima Tree of Heaven 

Albizia julibrissin Mimosa 

Alliaria petiolata Garlic-mustard 

Alternanthera philoxeroides Alligatorweed 

Celastrus orbiculatus Asian bittersweet 

Elaeagnus angustifolia Russian olive 

Elaeagnus umbellata  Autumn olive 

Hedera helix English ivy 

Hydrilla verticillata Hydrilla 

Lespedeza bicolor  Bicolor lespedeza 

Lespedeza cuneata  Sericea lespedeza 

Ligustrum sinense Chinese privet 

Lonicera fragrantissima Fragrant honeysuckle 

Lonicera japonica Japanese honeysuckle 

Microstegium vimineum Japanese stilt-grass 

Murdannia keisak Asian spiderwort 

Myriophyllum aquaticum Parrotfeather 

Paulownia tomentosa Princess tree 

Phragmites australis Common reed 

Polygonum cuspidatum Japanese knotweed 

Pueraria montana Kudzu 

Rosa multiflora Multiflora rose 

Salvinia molesta Aquarium water-moss 

Vitex rotundifolia Beach vitex 

Wisteria sinensis     Chinese wisteria 
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